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SEYM VOTES NEW CONSTITUTION
When the Parliament resumed after the holidays its most important
work was connected with the New Constitution. The Government
Block was determined to get an Act ("Law") passed. On Jan-
uary 18 the Constitutional Commission of the Seym adopted by
a majority a draft of sixty-three articles entitled "Constitutional
Theses." It was an innocent-looking document, and the Opposi-
tion, secure, as it thought, in the absence of the necessary two-
thirds majority in the Seym for Government action in the case
of a New Constitution, attached little significance to it. But its
promoters had come in secret to an agreement on the course to
be taken to outwit their enemies. The draft was next submitted
by the Commission to the Seym itself, and it was foreseen that
it would be debated in the House on January 26. When the sitting
on that day started Car immediately began a speech; it lasted
for an hour and a half; and in expatiating on the merits of the
Theses he affirmed they were in keeping with the views and wishes
of Pilsudski, of whom he spoke in terms of passionate admiration,
not as a dictator, but as a great moral authority. In the discussion
that followed the Nationalists' spokesman declared that the draft
which had issued from the Block interested neither himself nor
his party; and he and his supporters contemptuously quitted
the chamber. The Socialists said the sole purpose of the draft
was the consolidation of the Pilsudski regime, and therefore
they would have nothing to do with it. Representatives of most of
the other Opposition parties expressed their disapproval. In
the afternoon the discussion was enlivened*by a powerful speech
by Makowski, of the Block; he denied that the draft contemplated
a dictatorship at all—what it really did or would do was to organize
the democracy on a proper basis, a true balance being established
between the liberty of the individual and the coSectimte.
After remarks from other deputies, Switalski, the Speaker
of the Seym, suspended the sitting at 7 o'clock in the easing„
It was resumed in a quarter of an hour, and during tibe i
the leaders of the Block got ready to spring tbeir mine.
all the deputies present belonged to the Block, 01% a
to the Opposition. Rising in his place Car said that«

